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What is Pentecost?  Pentecost is the great festival that 
marks the birth of Christian church by the power of the Holy 
Spirit. Pentecost means “50

th
 day” and is celebrated “50” 

days after Easter. 
 
What Happened On Pentecost?   Ten days after Jesus as-
cended into heaven, the twelve apostles, Jesus‟ mother and 
family, and many other of His disciples gathered together in 
Jerusalem for the Jewish harvest festival that was celebrat-
ed on the 50

th
 day of Passover.  There was an outpouring of 

the Holy Spirit as promised by God.  The disciples were sud-
denly empowered to proclaim the gospel of the risen Christ.  
They went out into the streets of Jerusalem and began 
preaching to the crowds gathered for the festival.  Not only 
did the disciples preach, but by a miracle of the Holy Spirit 
they spoke in the native languages of the people present, 
many who had come from all corners of the Roman Empire.  
The apostle Peter seized the moment and addressed the 
crowd, preaching to them about Jesus‟ death and resurrec-
tion for the forgiveness of sins.   
 
What is the Liturgical Color for Pentecost?  Red is the 
liturgical color for this day.  The color red reminds us of the 
blood of the martyrs.  There are the believers of every gen-
eration who by the power of the Holy Spirit hold firm to the 
true faith even at the cost of their lives. 
 
Why Do We Celebrate Pentecost?   There are three mega-
liturgies commemorated in the Catholic Church.  The first 
two, Christmas  and Easter , as well know to both believers 
and non-believers.  But it‟s possible that even liturgical Cath-
olics may not be as familiar with Pentecost.  God the Fa-
ther‟s wonderful Christmas gift of His one and only Son, and 
Christ‟s Easter triumph over the power of sin, death and the 
devil would be of no benefit to us if the Holy Spirit did not 
give us the gift of “saving faith”.  Through the Word and Sac-
raments, the Holy Spirit gives us the power to believe  and 
trust  in Christ as our Savior.  This precious gift of faith in the 

saving work of our Lord Jesus Christ is the reason Pente-
cost. This is the third greatest liturgy of the church and why 
we celebrate it with such joy and thanksgiving.  
 
What is the Season after Pentecost?  Because Pentecost 
is the day that God poured out His Holy Spirit on Christ‟s 
disciples, the season after Pentecost is centered on sanctifi-
cation, the work of the Holy Spirit in the day to day lives of a 
Catholic.   The season after Pentecost is Ordinary Time. 
This is reflected in the liturgical color for this season; green,  
the color of life and growth.  Through the gift of faith that 
comes only from the Holy Spirit, Catholics are enabled to 
trust in Christ and proclaim him in their daily lives of service 
to their neighbors.  The season after Pentecost is the long-
est season of the church year---it lasts from Trinity Sunday 
until the first Sunday of Advent.  This is the non-festival por-
tion of the liturgical calendar during which the church stress-
es vocation, evangelism, missions, stewardship, alms-
giving, and other works of mercy and charity as ways in 
which Christ empowers us by His grace to share the 
Gospel with others.  

 
A Personal Challenge for Pentecost and Beyond:   What 
will I specifically do in this coming season that will make a 
difference in the lives of others and bring me closer to what 
has been promised by the Holy Spirit? 
 
Hint :  (bring food to the St. Stephen Pantry; give an hour in 
Adoration; sign up to be a liturgical minister; help serve a 
meal for the homeless; or volunteer to teach in our religious 
education program).  Remember, we ask God when we 
are in need; maybe itôs time we step up and ask what we 
can be doing for Him.  
 
Blessings,  
Deacon Denny Dethlefs  
Pastoral Associate  
St. Stephen the Martyr Catholic Church  
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Children‟s Liturgy Needs more Adult Assistance 

We are in need of more Adult Support for our Chil-
drenôs Liturgy Ministry.   
 
The Liturgy of the Word for Children is a mechanism 
for bringing the Word of God to our Parish children 
who are in the 1st through 4th grade.  The Scripture 
readings are proclaimed at a level that they are able to 
understand.  We offer the Liturgy of Word for Children 
at our Saturday Evening, 5:00 p.m. mass and our Sun-
day Morning 9:00, 10:30 and 10:35 mass times.   
 
We have adults that read the first reading and Gospel.  
The children also share in the spontaneous Prayers to 
the Faithful.  The individual that reads the Gospel talks 
to the children about what the reading means and 
helps the children interpret the scriptures.   
 

We also have adults that help with disciplining the 
children and assist with moving the children back to 
the main body of the congregation.   
 
We are always looking for individuals who like to lead 
the children in music as well.  If you play an instru-
ment that would be great, but just leading the children 
in song is an excellent way to assist our Childrenôs 
Liturgy Team.   
 
If you are interested in helping, please contact Dean 
Baumert at 895 -8063. 

Preparaing for the Revised Roman Missal  

 
New WordséDeeper MeaningéSame Mass 

Fr. Jim Tiegs  
 

The words we say and hear at every Mass are about to change in about a year. Mass will remain the same, but the 
sound will be different.  
 
This revision, the first since 1973, will pertain only to the book we call the Sacramentary,  which now will now be 
called the  Roman Missal.  It will not affect Scripture readings, Prayers of the Faithful, or favorite hymns. The new 
translation pertains to the words we speak or sing at every Mass, and to the words recited or sung by the priest 
alone.  
 
Many of you are aware of debates about the translations and about the translation process itself. As our bishops 
have studied the translations, it has been a spirited time in the Church.  
 
Anyone who has ever made a change in a parish knows that effective communication is key to the acceptance of 
that change. We, as a parish, as an archdiocese, and as a worldwide Church with various expressions of the Eng-
lish language, will need to communicate the reasons for these changes and prepare for them pastorally and prayer-
fully.  
 
We, as a staff, will be spending time this summer to plan how we are to approach these changes with our parish. 
We will certainly utilize preaching, FISH, adult education and catechesis in our 5 day school and religious education 
programs. In addition, we will provide educational brochures through mailings, bulletin inserts, DVDs and use of 
our parish website. The Catholic Voice and our archdiocesan offices and ministries will be available as well.  
 
We hear the official Church saying that the changes will begin being implemented in Advent (November) of 2011.  
With a recognitio  from the Vatican, the publishing companies will need time to create and deliver the appropriate 
materials.  
 
There will continue to be spirited discussion in Church circles about the acceptance of the new translations.  One 
special benefit for the Church is that we will have the opportunity re -visit our understanding of the Mass and the 
Mass parts.  
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Summer 

SCRIPTURE 

STUDY  

Opportunities 

Saint Cecilia Institute 

3900 Webster St.   Omaha 

                        

 

  

PSALMS:  THE SCHOOL OF 

PRAYER 

Jeff Cavins created this 10 week program 

to enhance our personal communication with 

God through a deeper understanding of the 

Book of Psalms, a rich school of prayer for 

all lifeõs circumstances.  We will study the 

many ways the psalms foretell the life and 

mission of Jesus.  

Location:  Saint Cecilia Institute.  

Facilitator:  Julia Wageman, MS  

Dates: Wednesdays, June 9 -August 18  

(No class June 23)  

Time:  6:30 -8 pm 

Cost:  $5 for the whole series!  

  

GREEK FOR BEGINNERS  

An introduction to New Testament (KOINE) Greek.  

Learn to read the first chapter of Johnõs Gospel.   

Location:  Saint Cecilia Institute.  

Instructor:  Alan Hardy, MDiv  

Dates:  8 Thursdays,  June 10 -July 29  

Time:  6:30 -8:30 pm  

Cost:  $35 includes text  
  

 

  

FOOTPRINTS OF GOD  

This DVD series was filmed in the Holy Land 

and is narrated by Stephen Ray.  Story of 

salvation includes Moses, David/Solomon, 

Jesus, Mary, Peter, Paul, & Apostolic Fa-

thers.  Make it a family movie night.  

(Minors must be accompanied by an adult.)  

Bring your own beverage.  Popcorn provided.  

Location:  Saint Cecilia Institute  

Facilitator:  Julia Wageman, MS  

Dates:  7 Fridays,  June 11 & 18, July 2 -30  

Time:  6:30 -8:30 pm  

Cost:   $5 per person or $10 per family for 

the whole series!  

  
  

  

A QUICK JOURNEY THROUGH THE BI-

BLE 

This eight part program provides an overview of sal-

vation history.  A great way to òget your feet wetó 

and learn how to begin authentic Catholic Bible 

Study.  DVD series created by Jeff Cavins.  

Location:  Saint Cecilia Institute.  

Facilitators:  Fr. Michael Gutgsell, JCL and 

Julia Wageman, MS  

Dates:  8 Thursdays, June 17 -Aug 5 

Time:  6:30 -8 pm 

Cost:  $5 for the whole series!  
  

Pre-register at 402.553.5524 ext 1 or 

jmkoneckwilcox@archomaha.org 

Go to http://www.archomaha.org/education/sci/events.html 

for a complete listing of summer programs 
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This brief article will further expand on Deacon Den-
nyôs comments on Pentecost.  The feast of Pentecost 
had been established for many years prior to the com-
ing of Christ.  ñPentecostò comes from the Greek word 
for ñfiftyò.  Pentecost was historically a feast on which 
the Jews celebrated the giving of the Law to Moses on 
Mount Sinai.  Faithful Jews would travel to Jerusalem 
for the Passover and stay until the Feast of Pentecost.  
After Christôs Ascension into Heaven, the apostles 
remained in Jerusalem and were waiting and praying 
until the feast of Pentecost.   
 
We hear the Pentecost story in the Acts of the Apos-
tles where a sound came from heaven like the rush of 
a might wind.  That wind was the Holy Spirit.  John the 
Baptism had predicted the baptism ñwith the Holy 
Spirit and with fireò.  The prophesies of the Old Testa-
ment were fulfilled as the Spirit of God was poured out 
on everyone.   
 
Jesus promised the Apostles that he would not leave 
them.  At Pentecost he gives the Holy Spirit to the 
Apostles so that they could establish His Church here 
on earth.  The Church is the principal means through 

which Christ is present in the world.  The Church is a 
sacrament of salvation and the sign and instrument of 
the communion of God and men.  
 
Over three thousand Christianôs were baptized at the 
1st Pentecost.   
 
 
 

Pentecost—Come Holy Spirit 

Fall EMHC and Lector Training Schedule Announced 

Do you want to share in the work of the Lordôs Spirit 
by opening our congregationôs hearts to Godôs Holy 
Word?    
 
By being a Lector your task is telling our family story, the 
story of salvation and proclaiming the true and saving 
word of God.  The Lector is a proclaimer of God‟s im-
portant thoughts and ideas.   
 
Do you have a great devotion to the Eucharist and ap-
preciation of Our Lord fully present in the Eucharist?  
 
By being an active Eucharistic Minister of Holy Commun-
ion you show a sincere love for Christ‟s Mystical Body and 
God‟s holy people.  You model for those about you the 
commandment which the Lord gave to his apostles at the 
Last Supper:  “Love one another as I have loved you.”   
 
We have a need for more EMHCôs and Lectors at all of 
our masses, but we definitely need more ministers to 
assist at our 10:30 and Noon masses.  
 
There are three events that you must attend to become 
either an EMHC or a Lector.  If you want to become both  

an EMHC and Lector you must attend two different of the 
Archdiocesan Trainings. 
 
1. Archdiocesan Training:   (Choose 1 of 3 locations)  

Tuesday, August 17, 2010 ï St. Leoôs, Oma-
ha:   7:00 to 10:00 p.m.  

Sunday, August 22
nd

, 2010 ï St. Columbkille, Papil-
lion:   1:30 to 4:30 p.m.  

Monday, August 23
rd

, 2010 ï St. Vincent de Paul, 

Omaha:   7:00 to 10:00 p.m.  

2. St. Stephen Internal Training  
Tuesday, August 31

st
, 2010 ï Worship Space:   7:00 to 

8:00 p.m.  

3. Archdiocesan Mandation  
Thursday, September 2

nd
, 2010 ï St. Ceciliaôs Cathe-

dral in Omaha:   7:30 p.m.  
 
You must register with Karen Hardy at 
k.hardy@stephen.org or contact her via 861 -4537.  
Please prayerfully consider becoming active in one of 
these important ministries.  
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Memorial Day Mass:   
 Monday, May 31st at 9:00 a.m.  
 
Summer Daily Mass Schedule begins:  
 Tuesday, June 1st  
 Morning Prayer at 6:10 a.m.  
 Daily Mass at 6:30 a.m.  
 Rosary at 11:30 a.m.  
 Daily Mass at 12:00 Noon   
 
Feast of Corpus Christi Sunday  
 (Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ)  
 Sunday , June 6th  
 Eucharistic Procession after 12:00 Noon Mass  
 
Independence Day Mass  
 Monday, July 5th at 9:00 a.m.  
 
Regular Daily Mass Schedule resumes  
 Monday, August 23rd  
 Morning Prayer at 6:10 a.m.  
 Daily Mass at 6:30 a.m.  
 Rosary at 7:50 a.m.  
 Daily Mass at 8:15 a.m.  
 
Labor Day Mass  
 Monday, September 6th at 9:00 a.m.  
 

Mark Your Calendar 

Corpus Christi and the Eucharistic Procession 
The feast of Corpus Christi is one time when our Lord in 
the Blessed Sacrament is exposed not just to faithful 
Catholics but to all the world.  This is a day where We as 
Catholics can show our love for Christ in the Real Pres-
ence by honoring Him in a very public manner.  It is also 
a mechanism for us to evangelize by showing love to 
our neighbors as we bring Our Lord and Savior closer to 
them.   
 
Veneration of the Eucharist outside Mass did not fully 
develop until the eleventh century.  During the Middle 
Ages very few of the faithful received Holy Communion 
on a regular basis.  The Fourth Lateran Council in 1215 
issued the so -called ñEaster Dutyò decree that Catholics 
receive holy Communion at least once a year at Easter.  
This law was put into effect to oblige Catholics to re-
ceive at least once a year.  Many Catholics did not feel 
worthy to receive more often.   
 
Therefore devotion to the reserved Eucharist then flour-
ished during these times.  Those individuals who could-

nôt receive the Eucharist could at least gaze on the 
Blessed Sacrament as it was elevated for them to see at 
the ringing of the bells or during a Eucharistic Proces-
sion.  
 
The feast of Corpus Christi or The Body and Blood of 
Christ was established in1246 by Bishop Robert de 
Thorte of Liege.  This feast was suggested to the Bishop 
by Saint Juliana a Belgian nun who received the inspira-
tion from the Holy Spirit.  The feast was  extended to the 
universal Church by Pope Urban in 1264.   
 
The focus of the feast is to not just be on the Eucharis-
tic procession but on the celebration of the Eucharist.   
 
Please plan on joining in St. Stephen the Martyrôs 2nd 
Annual Eucharistic Procession.  The Procession will 
occur following the Noon mass on Sunday June 6th, the 
Feast of Corpus Christi.  

Liturgical Schedule 
The Summer Liturgical Schedule should 
be arriving in your mailboxes within the 
next few days.  The schedule is for the 
months of June through September.  If 
you have any problems with your 
schedule please contact me at 
k.hardy@stephen.org or 861 -4537.  If 
you no longer want to serve in your lit-
urgy, please contact me.  Thanks for all 
you do here to make the liturgical life of 
St. Stephen the Martyr so wonderful.  



Ask the Liturgical Team? 

 

ASK THE  
L ITURGICAL  

TEAM?  

St. Stephen the Martyr 
Liturgy Office 

Liturgical Worship Team: 

 

Karen Hardy, Liturgical Flame Editor and Worship Coordinator  

K.hardy@stephen.org 

402-861-4537 

 

Deacon Marty Warwick, Adult Formation and Liturgist 

m.warwick@stephen.org 

402-861-4506 

 

Paula Bonkiewicz, Music Coordinator  

p.bonkiewicz@stephen.org 

402-861-4536 

PLEASE  SEND 
YOUR  

QUESTIONS TO 
K.HARDY@ 

STEPHEN.ORG 
 

PAGE  8 

Q: Why does the priest break off a 
small piece of the Eucharistic bread 
and drop it into the chalice of Pre-
cious Blood?  What is the priest say-
ing silently during that time?  
 
A: This act involves the „co-mingling‟ of the 
Body and Blood of Jesus Christ.  It is a 
very small act, but it is rich in symbolism.   
 
First of all, it symbolizes the Resurrection 
of Our Lord.  At the consecration our Lord 
came to the bread and wine separately.  
“This is my Body and This is my Blood”.  
This is symbolic of His death on the cross.  
Now the two species are joined as one. 
 
Second of all, this „co-mingling‟ symbolizes 
the unity of the Church.  In the early 
Church a piece of the Eucharist from the 
Pope‟s Mass was broken off and taken to 
other churches and mingled with their Eu-
charistic species to signify that they were 
all one Body of Christ.  This individual 
piece of Eucharist was called the fermen-
tum which is a Latin word that means leav-
en.   
 

Third, in some parts of the Church it be-
came customary to retain this broken Eu-
charistic bread soaked in the Precious 
Blood for those individuals that were sick 
and dying.  This allowed those individuals 
an easier mechanism to receive Jesus 
Christ if they had swallowing difficulties.   
 
The prayer that the priest states as he per-
forms this action of “co-mingling” the Body 
and Blood is asking that this action might 
“bring eternal life” to all who receive this 
Eucharist.   

CHECK  OUT PAST  

ISSUES OF THE  

L ITURGICAL  FLAME  

AT  STEPHEN.ORG 

UNDER THE  

LITURGY  SECTION 


